PHC 7650 Minicourses 
The Department of Pharmacology is offering four mini-courses this autumn.  Each will be about four weeks long.  The organizational meeting for these courses will be on September 2 in the Pharmacology library (6364 Scott) at 1 PM.
Session 1 (September 4 – October 1)
Cellular and molecular bases of addiction
Dr. Michael Bannon ( mbannon@med.wayne.edu )
The latest research on the neurocircuitry of addiction and the molecules mediating drug-induced plasticity will be reviewed. Potential pharmacotherapies for and genetic contributions to addiction will also be briefly discussed. In consultation with the instructor, students will choose selected publications for presentation and discussion in class.
 
Session 2 (October 4 – October 29)
Medical therapeutics for CNS disorders
Dr. Michael Bannon ( mbannon@med.wayne.edu )
Students will attend the series of CNS lectures offered in Medical Pharmacology (10/8, 11/1-11/10; 13 hrs total; see Med Pharm schedule for lecture times) followed by Q&A sessions with the minicourse instructor. In addition, each student will give an oral presentation on novel pharmacotherapies under development for a CNS disorder of their choosing.
 
Session 3 (November 11 – December 3)
The biology of synapses, an introduction.
 
Dr. Rodrigo Andrade ( randrade@med.wayne.edu )
This minicourse surveys synaptic transmission with an emphasis on synaptic transmission between neurons in the CNS. The focus of the course will be functional but it will be grounded as much on molecular mechanisms as on membrane physiology. Therefore an understanding of both cell physiology and molecular biology will be essential to successfully complete this minicourse (recommended
prerequisite: IBS 7020 or equivalent).
 
Our minicourse will meet twice weekly for approximately 4-5 
weeks.   Each week we will have a one hour lecture dedicated to 
surveying a broad topic, followed by a student-led discussion of a pivotal paper in that week's area.
 
Pharmacology and molecular biology of membrane transporters
Drs. Larry Matherly ( matherly@karmanos.org ) and Lawrence Lash ( l.h.lash@wayne.edu 
This minicourse will focus on the process of membrane transport, and will emphasize biochemical mechanisms involved in the regulation and toxicological, nutritional, and pathological significance of selected transport pathways. The course will be a combination of lectures, which will provide background material, and study and discussion of original literature focused on specific transporters.
