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Project Outline and Record of Approval (FPH 8990)

1) Review all College or departmental degree requirements.

2) This form should be filed after the applicant has been advanced to candidacy and before registration in more than one credit hour in FPH 8990 MPH project.  For further clarification, the candidate must submit a copy of the full prospectus in addition to this form.  3) Include a “Letter of Understanding” as appropriate.  4) Fill out one typewritten copy, present to advisor(s) for approval and forward to the MPH office. 

Name:__________________________

ID#_________________ 

Date:____________

Major PHP_
Academic Advisor______________________
Research Advisor___________________ 

Credit Hours previously registered for in this course _____.   Total credit hours for the project_______

Estimated completion date: __________________

Study Type (see guidelines): _______________________________
Tentative Title: __________________________________________________________________________
1. Statement of the problem, its scope and rationale: 
2. Questions and or hypothesis to be addressed
3. Source of materials, subjects, etc.: 
4. Method and design (statistical analysis where applicable): 
5. Hypothesized results (where applicable): 
6. Relevance to the Field of Public Health
Stretch using additional pages as necessary. 

7. Compliance with MPH Program Objectives and Competencies:  The MPH project is a culminating experience of the MPH program and therefore, the objectives of student research proposals must be consistent with meeting the core public health competencies of the MPH degree.  As part of the proposal, please indicate by bulleted statements how and to what extent completion of your project will demonstrate competency in the following key core areas of public health practice (Section I) and the other MPH Program competencies if they apply (Section II):  

	I.  Key MPH Program Core Public Health Competencies

	Application of evidence-based knowledge from behavioral and social sciences, biostatistics, epidemiology, environmental health, and health care organization to understanding and improving the health of the public:


	Usage of appropriate research and analytical strategies to address public health issues.


	Communication of public health principles and findings to professional and community audiences using a variety of media and methods.


	Understanding of the ethical choices, values, and professional practices implicit in public health decisions, giving consideration to the effect of choices on community stewardship, equity, social justice, and accountability.



	II.  Additional Core Public Health Competencies That May Apply:



	Collaborate sensitively, professionally, and ethically with individuals from diverse cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds.



	Recognize dynamic interactions between human and social systems and how they affect relationships among individuals, groups, organizations, communities, and other structures. 

.



	Evaluate the roles of health care delivery systems, public health infrastructure, financing, and health policy in solving public health concerns
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____________________________ 





Academic  Advisor

Formative Evaluation – Research Advisor:

Student Name/ID Number: __________________________





Project Title:  ______________________________________________________________________________________
Project Completed (semester/year):__________________

Academic Advisor:________________________

Research Advisor:_________________________________

Independent Reader:______________________

Top part is to be filled out by the student, attached to a copy of the final report, and then submitted to the research advisor:

The MPH Project Course Director would first like to thank you for advising the above listed student in their MPH research project.  Since you have worked closely with the student you are in the best position to provide a formative evaluation of the process by which the student formulated their ideas and designed and conducted the study, and prepared the final report.  If you could please fill out the form and return it to the MPH office before the end of the current semester and separately the MPH project course director with a grade (A, A-, B+, B, B-, C) that will be combined with the summative evaluation being conducted by the above listed independent reader.  This form will be forwarded to the student with the assigned grade.  Thank you. (This form is available in MS Word format from the MPH Office)

	
	Comments
	Exceeded Expectations
	Met Expectations
	Failed to  Meet Expectations
	Not Applicable

	Development of the research question
	
	
	
	
	

	Data management
	
	
	
	
	

	Data analysis
	
	
	
	
	

	Interpretation of the study data
	
	
	
	
	

	The literature review
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing skills
	
	
	
	
	


Additional Comments:
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Public Health Core Competencies:  The MPH Project represents a culminating experience of the degree.  The student indicated in the proposal and in the final report appendix how and to what extent the following core public health competencies of the program were attained as a result of conducting the project.  
You charge is to provide an assessment on how well the student demonstrated the following competencies. 
	Core Public Health Competency
	Comments
	Exceeded Expectations
	Met Expectations
	Failed to  Meet Expectations
	Not Applicable

	Application of evidence-based knowledge from behavioral and social sciences, biostatistics, epidemiology, environmental health, and health care organization to understanding and improving the health of the public.

	
	
	
	
	

	Usage of appropriate research and analytical strategies to address public health issues.

	
	
	
	
	

	Communication of public health principles and findings to professional and community audiences using a variety of media and methods.

	
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of the ethical choices, values, and professional practices implicit in public health decisions, giving consideration to the effect of choices on community stewardship, equity, social justice, and accountability.

	
	
	
	
	

	Collaborate sensitively, professionally, and ethically with individuals from diverse cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds.

	
	
	
	
	

	Recognize dynamic interactions between human and social systems and how they affect relationships among individuals, groups, organizations, communities, and other structures. .


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluate the roles of health care delivery systems, public health infrastructure, financing, and health policy in solving public health concerns
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Summative Evaluation – Independent Reader:

Student Name/ID Number: _________________________





Project Title:         

Project Completed (semester/year):__________________

Academic Advisor:________________________

Research Advisor:_________________________________

Independent Reader:______________________

Top part is to be filled out by the student, attached to a copy of the final report, and then submitted to the independent reader:

The MPH Project Course Director would first like to thank you for agreeing to serve as a reader of the above listed student’s MPH research project report.  Please fill out the evaluation form and return to the MPH office before the end of the current semester and separately provide the MPH course director with a grade of (A, A-, B+, B, B-, C) that will be combined with the formative evaluation being conducted by the above listed research advisor.  This form will be forwarded to the student with the assigned grade.  Thank you.   (This form is available in MS Word format from the MPH Office)

	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	Title

1. The title correctly represents the content and breadth of the study reported.
2. The title is clear and concise and gives importance to the study.
	
	
	
	
	

	Abstract or Summary

1. The abstract is a succinct account of the project and contains a statement of the problem, procedure or method, and conclusion. 
2. The abstract covers each component of the study.
3. The implications and benefits reported are commensurate with the results obtained.
	
	
	
	
	

	Introduction and Review of the Literature

1. The goal or purpose of the study is clearly stated.

2. Key references are reported, and there is a clear relationship between the study purpose and its methods.

3. The literature review provides a theoretical and methodological framework for the problem under study.

4. References to previous findings are accompanied by proper literature citations.

5. Important concepts and variables are defined clearly.

6. The pertinence of the study is presented.

7. A general overview of the study is presented.
	
	
	
	
	

	Materials and Methods

1. Operational definitions for the study variables are described clearly and are appropriate, given the nature of the question asked.

2. The research design is described in detail.

3. The measurement instrument, including its psychometric qualities (e.g. validity and reliability) is described.

4. The population of interest and the sampling procedure are defined clearly.

5. The data collection procedure is described in detail.

6. The setting in which the study took place is described.

7. The data analysis procedures are stated in precise terms. 
	
	
	
	
	

	Results

1. Study findings or results are presented to answer the research question or address the study purpose.

2. Specific data accompany the written description of the results.

3. Tables and figures are used efficiently.

4. The contents of the tables and figures are clearly labeled.

5. The Results section contains actual results only; it does not include opinion or interpretation.


	
	
	
	
	

	Discussion

1. The discussion is directly related to the study findings.

2. The study findings are placed in the context of other research findings.  

3. The significance of the study is explained.

4. The strengths and limitations of the study are discussed.

5. The conclusions and practical outcomes of the study are commensurate with the design used and the results obtained.
6. The study has public health implications.
	
	
	
	
	

	References

1. The number of references is reasonable (neither too many nor too few); references are up-to-date.

2. The content of the paper clearly shows that the references cited were carefully read and are well understood by the author.
3. The references were appropriate and cited and listed correctly (AMA or APA).
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Additional Comments – Outlining Specific Strengths and Weaknesses of the Study and its Report:
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