MINUTES OF THE FACULTY SENATE MEETING

September 15, 2011
1.
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 pm by President Lerner.

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


The minutes from the meeting of May 19, 2011 were approved.

3.
DEAN’S REPORT – Dr. Valerie Parisi

· New Appointments of Vice Deans, Associate Deans, and Interim Chairs: The rationale for these appointments includes the effort of the CTSA, PRB contract renewal, replacement of the newly vacant position, etc. With Dr. Roberta Sonnino’s appointment as Vice Dean for Faculty Affairs and Associate Provost for Medical Affairs, the medical school is better positioned to improve the faculty career development program.

· Comments on the President Gilmour’s remarks

· All the achievements highlighted were from SOM

· The President specifically criticized our University’s collective culture that has to be changed. The priority should be put on the students, faculty, knowledge, and community. Dr. Ratner has been leading the initiatives to retool the personnel and administration and improve the service for research.

· The New Building: HFHS can no longer commit $125 M. Therefore, the plan of the new building will be divided into two phases:  phase I for renovation of an existing building; phase II for the new addition. The drop-dead date for this plan to the President is November 4 in order to secure the promised state funding.

· Budget: SOM is currently slightly positive, but the Dean feels optimistic that by the end of the year it will be more significantly positive. A major issue confronting the medical school is that the tuition is higher than the average for public medical schools and seems to be increasing out of control.  Furthermore, the debt borne by graduates is unacceptably high.  The LCME has expressed its concern about this, and will revisit our progress or lack thereof.   

4.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Dr. Stephen Lerner
· The Executive Committee of the Faculty Senate believes it is important to work with the Union, and has initiated periodic interaction/meetings with the AAUP/AFT WSU Chapter President, Dr. Charles Parrish.  He is scheduled to participate in the next EC meeting on September 22. The top agenda item will be to discuss with him the consensus of medical school faculty on the proposed faculty track revisions and extension of maximum years to achievement of tenure.  More generally, the Executive Committee wishes to learn more about the union that represents us and how best to interact with the union on behalf of our faculty.  

6.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Admissions Committee by Silas Norman, Jr., M.D., Associate Dean for Admissions 
The committee is composed of a fairly large number of people, including faculty and students. Some members have been serving on this committee continuously for years, so that there is consistency in the process. Currently there are also two HFHS faculty on the committee. In general, the number of applications and the average quality of the applicants have remained steady. Each year, WSU admits 60 out of state students. The majority of the students admitted had received their previous degrees from the U of M. This has been a consistent trend. 

· Student Promotion Committee by Dr. Maryjean Schenk, MD, MPH, MS, Vice Dean for Medical Education

The majority of the students have been promoted according to the schedule. For the very few exceptions (in each year), the committee had made the recommendation. There good news is that a large number of students received honors and were graduated with Distinction and High Distinction.    

7.
NEW BUSINESS

Dr. Lerner suggests that the Budget Committee chaired by Dr. Yi-Chi Kong give a report at a subsequent Faculty Senate Meeting.  

8.
ADJOURNMENT


The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.
