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The Library Committee is a conduit for SOM Faculty to stay informed of issues related to the Shiffman Library that affect the SOM Faculty and students.  The primary mechanisms for accomplishing this is for the Committee to meet regularly with the Shiffman Library Director, to educate themselves regarding issues of potential interest to WSU Faculty and Students, and to advise Shiffman on these issues.  The Library Committee submits an annul report to the SOM Faculty Senate.

Membership and Committee Meetings


Beginning in January 2010, Steven Cala, Ph.D. was appointed Chair of the Library Committee at the request of Dr. Ray Mattingly, the previous Chair.  The Committee thanks Dr. Mattingly for several years of service in leading the Committee and maintaining a strong open relationship with the current Library Administrative Staff.  


The current Chair sought to expand the Committee membership so that issues are fully vetted between representative SOM Faculty and the Library Staff, which also serves to more readily dissipate information on Shiffman Library resources.  It had previously been noted that the Committee would benefit from attendance from both PhDs and MDs from several different departments.  The Chair hereby submits a list of Faculty members who have all expressed a willingness to serve on the Committee, all of who have already attended one or both of the meetings this year.  The list is included at this end of this report, along with their terms.  It is understood that Committee membership requires approval by the Executive Committee.


Library Committee meetings will be held roughly every 3 months.  Meetings in August and November should follow two meetings in January and May.  A secure server will be available for Members to review minutes and audio recordings of meetings that are currently held in the Stapleton Room of Shiffman Library.

Current Issues
Escalating journal costs   An overt to this problem is now underway to reduce journal costs at the Shiffman Library, as part of a University-wide effort.  A well-considered approach, in the view of the Committee, was undertaken by the University Library System and the Shiffman Library.  The basic approach was to send out multiple lists of journals deemed potentially expendable to SOM Faculty and Departments through Library liaisons.  Some of the outcome of this journal survey can be found online from the Shiffman website.


In March and April of this year, liaisons from Shiffman reviewed 800 journals that Shiffman solely pays for ($971,000).  (For the entire University Library System, the approximate number of journal titles is 6000 with an annual budget for 2008-09 of over $8 million).  Through this survey, Shiffman has identified 37 journal titles to be dropped at a savings of almost $53,000.  Shiffman has also identified 167 journal titles that remain eligible to drop in case further budget constraints, and 607 journal titles that will be retained at this time.  The approach used in this survey was based upon considerations of journal costs and usage data, and represents a viable approach for possible future decisions.  Savings from cancellations might be available for new journal titles or other Shiffman resources, such as databases.  It should also be noted that obtaining journal articles using document retrieval mechanisms is also not without costs, and document retrieval mechanisms are no replacement for subscriptions.

Remote access   The move to electronic journal subscriptions (now 80-90% of Shiffman journals) continues to raise licensing issues with publishers, as remote access requires containment to WSU Faculty, Students, and Staff.  Access is being tightened to include only users with valid WSU ID numbers.  This situation requires ongoing vigilance and may require re-thinking particular WSU institutional relationships that might arise in coming years. 
Other costs   The Library Committee will discuss with the Shiffman interim Director the allocation of other costs including the purchase of clinically useful databases such as UpToDate and/or DynaMed, as well as the purchase of books.

Miscellaneous issues   The Library Committee is committed to understanding Shiffman issues, resources, and concerns.  Interim Shiffman Director Sandra Martin is working with Members to share information on current resources.  The Committee learned of the advent of the Collexis system for tracking WSU and non-WSU Faculty research, and the system appears impressive.  The Committee urges SOM Faculty to become proficient with the new Collexis software.  The Committee also recommends that SOM Faculty consider the use of the Shiffman Library webpage as their University computer home page to expedite communication regarding useful research links. 

